THE recent report about the
Duke of Edinburgh’s plea
Mor "simplifying the English lan-
guage by ‘going phonetic’ made
nie sit up. It was a bolt from blue-
blooded royalty.

The English language has been
known as much for its bewilder-
ing syntax as tor its erratic rules
o1 pronunciation and spelling.
However, to us Indians nurtured
in the English medium, the lan-
guage has an irresistible fascina-
tion  and mystique. deginning
with the “Songs the Letiers Sing,”
through Aesop’s v rables and
Grimms’ Fairy Tales and Gold-
smith, Dickens, ~thackeray, Sha-

kespeare and © Bernard Shaw, -the
* journey has been an exciting one.

ow, it someone usks me to spell
the Duke as Dycok, I am not go-
ing to yieid ‘without resistance.

1 an prepared X

voit, even if - it be: against-the

English Royally. - After all, we
- inalans have con: it before.
It was George Hernard Shaw
who started tius racket. At lewst,
it was he who got z2ll the punli-
city for coacesviag this s.erilegi-
ous movement of phonctie spell
ing. It 1s readity. conceded thut
* he has done his oit to popularise

the Erglish language .. (if -this
;.sounds like measly . praise, try to
 understand my present nioodl),
but he has "doné” untold - harm-to

.10 organise :a . rv;.

“lish. If he d

generations of English-speaking
people by planting the germ of a
diabolical idea into the minds of
a few, however few (phew!) they
may be. Shaw was a cunning old
man who knew that. his name
will remain practically unaffect.
ed, even if phoneticised. ‘But the
unsuspecting Duke ‘Has fallen for
it, hook, line and sinker,

Now, with Royalty lending its
orbed hand to an insidious idea
_Which should be buried 20,000
leagues under the sea, we should
pause to- consider what is in .store
for the English language. _

A problem for the

teacher

‘The songs the ietters sing’,

~Which has. been the: beginning of

rations will have to be revised.
This vandalism, if perpetrateq.
will * surely .
nest. And how do you rank the
stuaents of Knglish in first form
if all of them - spell the words
corvectiy? ‘I'he poor schoolmaster,

with Wren's English Grammar in.
. hand, will shed tears of bloed if
-hie .has to impart the Duke’s.Eng-
oes- (theé ‘mercenary!),

-he  will be

1 throwing ;- artificial
_pearls' before’

“"genuine “swine. [

~the"English “pilgrimage” for" gene-

he Dyook's English

Vd

would consider myself .one 'if,
even at the point of a gun, 1 con-
sent to spell the word swyne.
What happens to Chamuver's
Tweiiticth? ~ All the elaborate in-
Structions of pronunciation have
to be thrown to the four winds
and we will have to call a spade

‘a spude! What a dull adventure

raise the "hornets’-

lishman™

education would-be without tise
dengnuul  pitfalls  of spelling!
Anu, lor the sake of the new
generatins, all the classics will
have to ve rewritten in obnoxious

phozetic English. rhere may be a’
. boom in the book-printing ‘indus-’
try, but.I am prepared to hazard

the bet that.in 2010 A.D. the
soiled books of the 20th century
will have a bigger .boom. And if
the phonetic fanaties should pros-

cribe them, the boom will be big-

ger still.

. Try ;: to .pronounce -‘boom’, as.
You would " the word -‘book’ and
I'll have one more to champion’
the cause'l am propounding. For
us in India, the -Save English’
campzign is bound to be an up-.
hill task. It is a burning problem
already and there are many wait:
ing to give this glorious language
the final push, down the deep.
And what do we.see? A blue

supplying ° nails for"' its coffin. I
feel akin .to the old:world Eng-
- who kept shaking his

-the Dycok of Edinburrow.

-

§‘
% By Mini

head and repeating, “The wor
15 going to dogs."” .

The campaign to save Engli:
should e easy if a fool-pro
plan is carefully thought out. 7
sturt with, we have to study tt
Dukd's family tree and prove th:
he has his roots other than i
isngiund. We shall then have ti
whuie English nation rising as or
man to reject his ‘foreign’ n
uons, A battery of lawyers shouj
e engaged to invalidate Bernai
shaw’s will, under which he h:
left a considerable fortune to pr
pagate his idea of phonetic spel
mg. ' .

Next, we should bombard tk
Queen with letters addressed T l|l
Queen is the queen, and not th
Kween, and it is a safe bet th:
she will not be.a party to an

'md\re-aimed at sullying - Queen

English.” ~ . .
It will then be only a questio
of time before ,the Duke realise
his folly. Perhaps, he will himse!
start a movement to prove ths
Shaw was neither -English no
even Irish! X
The last arrow -in our quive
should be to get Prince Charle

{ -on our:side. We can then dismis
blooded - Englishman . " furiously. .

the.whole; thing-as.a family. qua:

‘rel and .get back to reading th

unphoneticised version of th
complete. works of Bernard Shaw




